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Success Through God’s Will
Synopsis The word success or successful can only be found in the NKJV Bible eight times. There are several reasons for this, but the context in which this

word appears has a direct impact how we should create our own goals and achieve success.

Topic/Objective Bible Verse (NKJV) Excerpts Context Analysis/Activities/Discussion

Defining Success:
When is the first
time the word
success appears in
the Bible?

Genesis 24:12
Then he said, “O Lord God of my master Abraham, please give
me success this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham.”

Abraham’s servant is asking for
his prayer to be answered, to
find a wife for Isaac (Abraham’s
son).  He wanted to keep the
vow he made to Abraham
(finding a wife that was not from
the daughters of the Canaanites
due to their sinfulness, but a
woman from Abraham’s country).
The servant succeeded by
finding Rebekah.

Abraham’s servant’s success was tied to an end goal
that was in line with God’s will – that Isaac should
marry woman that would be equally yoked to him.
The servant knew that only with the help of God would
he achieve true success.

Discussion Question: In pop culture, we are
inundated with images of success. What positive ideas
come from these associations? What negative ones?

Confirmation from
God

Genesis 24:12
Now let it be that the young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let down
your pitcher that I may drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I will also give
your camels a drink’—let her be the one You have appointed for Your
servant Isaac. And by this I will know that You have shown kindness to
my master.”

Abraham’s servant defined
confirmation of success by
asking God for a sign.

Abraham’s servant reminds us that it is important to
seek God in our decision making process, while
respecting the journey to make sure we hear His
answer.

Extended Learning: Once Abraham’s servant asked
Rebekah’s family for her hand, they asked if she could
stay with them for ten days before she had to leave.
He asked them not to delay God’s work.  What does
this tell us about procrastination?

Ensuring Success:
What advice does
God give us to
ensure success

Ecclesiastes 10:10
If the ax is dull, And one does not sharpen the edge, Then he must use
more strength; But wisdom brings success.

Ecclesiastes is a book of the
Bible that provides guidance
and wisdom on how to best
manage our journey on Earth.

Success first starts with our thoughts.  Often, people tie
success to achievements, but it’s the choices you make
and the way you go about obtaining those
achievements that define whether or not you have
reached true success.

Success and Faith:
Why is a
relationship with
God relevant?

1 Kings 3:4-6
And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David,
except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. Now the
king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place:
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon
the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,
“Ask! What shall I give you?”6 And Solomon said: “You have shown

God came to him in a dream,
further explaining the discourse
that took place.

This reminds us where Solomon was spiritually. He has
a strong relationship with God.

Group Activity: People often express the struggle of
forming a relationship with God.  How do you connect
with those around you? List the top three ways you
connect with a significant other (such as spending time
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great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he walked before
You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You
have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a
son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

together). What do you do during those activities (such
as tell the other person about your day)? How can you
apply that to building a relationship with God (such as
conversation in prayer)?

Goals and
Rewards: God
grants us what is
good.

James 4: 3
You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend
it on your pleasures.

James, a dedicated servant to
God, is giving general council,
explaining that the reason we
ask for things and do not receive
them is due to our intentions.

This reminds us that God will only give us what is good
for us.

Discussion Question: What have you wanted that
was not good for you? Why did you want it?

Wisdom Leads to
Success: How do
you achieve
wisdom?

1 Kings 3:10-13
10 The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this
thing. 11 Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing,
and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for
yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for
yourself understanding to discern justice, 12 behold, I have done
according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and
understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before
you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 13 And I have also given you
what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not
be anyone like you among the kings all your days.

Solomon goes to Gideon and
humbly asks the Lord for
understanding in discerning
good from evil. God not only
gives Solomon wisdom, but he
also gives him an understanding
heart.

Wisdom and mercy go hand to hand. As we are better
able to discern between right and wrong, we still need
to remember to act from a loving place when deciding
what to do with that knowledge.

Group Activity: On a notecard, write down the one
thing if would have asked for if God had given you the
opportunity and why?  Pass them to the moderator to
read, so they remain anonymous.
What do these answers say about what we value and
where we stand spiritually?

Conclusion If success lies in seeking wisdom and hearing God, and these actions are determined by our relationship with God, then one could conclude that our
success, defined by being in line with God’s will, is directly tied to our spirituality.  It’s only as we grow in Christ, that we can truly achieve this.


